
  

  

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

AACF and CIF Announce Partnership to Strengthen Support for 
Aftermarket Industry Professionals 

Sacramento, CA / Mechanicsville, VA – April 7, 2026 – The Automotive Aftermarket Charitable Foundation 
(AACF) and the Collision Industry Foundation (CIF) have announced a new partnership designed to expand 
awareness and strengthen the safety net available to automotive industry professionals facing unexpected 
financial hardship. 

Both organizations provide emergency financial assistance to individuals and families experiencing crises such 
as accidents, natural disasters, or other catastrophic events. Through this collaboration, AACF and CIF will 
work together to increase awareness of available assistance and create referral pathways that connect 
industry professionals with additional resources when needed. 

“The aftermarket industry has always been known for taking care of its own,” said John Kairys, Executive 
Director of AACF. “By working together with the Collision Industry Foundation, we are strengthening the 
safety net for the people behind the parts, equipment, repairs, and services that keep consumers moving 
every day.” 

AACF provides financial assistance to employees and families in need throughout the aftermarket, including 
technicians, parts professionals, warehouse workers, service advisors, and employees of manufacturers. 

CIF’s vision is to provide emergency relief to collision repair professionals, with a mission to secure and 
distribute donations to individuals who have experienced significant losses due to natural disasters or other 
catastrophic events. 

“Collaboration across our industry is essential when it comes to helping people during times of crisis,” said 
Paul Hill, Board President of the Collision Industry Foundation. “By working together with AACF, we expand 
the reach of both organizations and ensure more collision repair professionals know that more assistance is 
available.” 

By aligning their efforts, AACF and CIF aim to ensure that when hardship impacts automotive professionals, 
there are multiple pathways to support them across the industry. 

Contact: Misty Walker 
AACF 
Phone: (772) 286-5500 
Misty@AftermarketCharity.org 

5716 Folsom Blvd. #149 
Sacramento, CA  95819 
www. AftermarketCharity.org 

Contact: Petra Schroeder 
CIF 
Phone: (855)-4CIFAID 
Petra.Schroeder@comcast.net 

PO Box 3007 
Mechanicsville, VA 23116 
www. CollisionIndustryFoundation.org 



 

For more information about AACF, contact Misty Walker at Misty@AftermarketCharity.org. 

For more information about CIF, contact Petra at Petra.Schroeder@comcast.net. 
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About the Automotive Aftermarket Charitable Foundation (AACF)  
The Automotive Aftermarket Charitable Foundation (AACF) has been helping aftermarket families turn tragedy into triumph 
since 1959. Like the industry, AACF is driven by passion and devoted to family. It's tough to ask for help, but when someone in 
the aftermarket family faces profound circumstances, AACF is there when it seems like there's nowhere else to turn. As a 
nonprofit, this is accomplished through the support of generous donors, awareness partners and dedicated volunteers. To learn 
more, visit www.AftermarketCharity.org.  
 
About CIF 
The Collision Industry Foundation (CIF) is the 501(c)(3) charitable arm of the collision repair 
industry. Since 2001, we provide emergency relief by securing and distributing donations to collision repair 
professionals who have experienced significant losses due to natural disasters or other 
catastrophic events. For more information, visit: http://www.collisionindustryfoundation.org. 
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